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UNIT SPECIFICATION 


	Unit title:	Patient Care in Anaesthesia


	Level

	Level 6	Credit value 
	 20 (10 ECTS)


	Is this a common unit? 
	No 
	Expected contact hours for unit

	30


	Pre and co-requisites
None 


	Aims
This unit aims to prepare staff to safely and effectively care for the anaesthetic patient.  Building on students’ existing academic and clinical skills, this unit will contextualise their current capabilities within the specialised area of anaesthetic care. Students will have learning opportunities to develop insight and understanding of their responsibilities when working in this area of care. A key focus is developing clinical competence to a recognised national standard, enabling students to coordinate and deliver safe and high-quality care for the anaesthetic patient.

Students must have a placement arrangement in the anaesthetic area after the theory block.


	Intended learning outcomes (ILOs)
Having completed this unit the student is expected to:

1. Safely and effectively undertake the role of the anaesthetic practitioner in the care of the anaesthetic patient.
2. Assess and implement care of the anaesthetic patient in a number of specialist areas.
3. Demonstrate humanised, patient‑centred, and safe anaesthetic care.
4. Apply their understanding of anatomy, physiology, pharmacology, and clinical knowledge to the context of anaesthetic care.


	Learning and teaching methods
The unit will be delivered through seminars, practice skills, groups discussions, tutorials, and practice-based learning.  Thirty hours of contact time will be provided but students will also be expected to undertake self-managed learning.


	Assessment 

	Formative assessment/feedback 
Formative assessment will be provided through self-marking quizzes, case study scenarios, ongoing feedback from Practice Supervisor in clinical practice and regular feedback/ feedforward discussions.


	Summative assessment
ILOs 1 to 3 will be assessed by a practice portfolio  (Pass/Fail)

ILO 4 will be assessed by an online exam (100%)

Students must pass both elements of the assessment

	Indicative assessment
ILO 1 to 3 will be assessed in anaesthetic practice with a clinical practice portfolio demonstrating skill competency (Pass/Fail).

ILO 4 will be assessed by an unseen online exam.




	Indicative unit content
National guidelines for anaesthetic practice
Legal and ethical practice in anaesthesia
Individual considerations of physical and psychological well-being of anaesthetic patients
The Anaesthetic Workplace: safe practice within a safe environment
Types, purpose, and function of anaesthetic devices and equipment
Safety and management of anaesthetic devices and equipment Types of Anaesthesia: principles and practices
Anatomy & physiology related to anaesthesia: concepts and application
Methods and techniques for checking physiological parameters
Medical gasses: principles, policy and procedures for use 
Venous and arterial access
Airway management 
Management of medicines
Commonly used pharmacology within anaesthetic care
Pathophysiology of the anaesthetic patient
Intraoperative pain management
Management of anaesthetic/surgical induced altered physiology
Advanced airway management
Invasive monitoring


	Indicative learning resources

Al-Shakih, B. and Stacey, S., 2024. Essentials of equipment in anaesthesia, critical care and perioperative medicine. 6th edition. London: Elsevier.
Association for Perioperative Practice, 2022. Standards and recommendations for safe perioperative practice. Harrogate: Association for Perioperative Practice.
Cook, T. and Kristensen, M.S., eds. 2020. Core topics in airway management. 3rd edition. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
Freedman, R., Herbert, L., O’Donnell, A. and Ross, N., eds., 2022. Oxford Handbook of anaesthesia. 5th edition. Oxford: Oxford University Press.
Web Resources

https://anaesthetists.org/ 	Association of Anaesthetists - Great Britain & Ireland 
http://www.afpp.org.uk	Association for Perioperative Practice	
http://www.das.uk.com/	Difficult Airway Society	
http://www.hcpc-uk.org	Health & Care Professions Council
http://www.mhra.gov.uk	Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency
http://www.rcoa.ac.uk	Royal College of Anaesthetists
www.aorn.org    	The Association of PeriOperative Registered Nurses
www.bads.co.uk	The British Association of Day Surgery
www.barna.co.uk	The British Anaesthetic and Recovery Nurses Association
www.resus.org.uk	The Resuscitation Council UK
www.sambahq.org	The Society for Ambulatory Anaesthesia
www.virtual-anaesthesia-textbook.com/	Virtual Anaesthesia Textbook	
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