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	UNIT SPECIFICATION 

	Unit title 	SUPPLEMENTARY PRESCRIBING 
	

	Level

	Level 7	Credit value 
	 40 (20 ECTS)

	Is this a common unit? 
	Yes 
	Expected contact hours for unit

	48


	Pre and co-requisites
Applicants will be:
registered with the HCPC as a healthcare professional that can be annotated as a supplementary  prescriber 

All applicants must meet the entry requirements from their regulatory body. Applicants must have identified an area of clinical practice in which to develop their prescribing skills. 


	Aims
To prepare registered healthcare professionals to prescribe safely, appropriately and competently. In doing so students will be required to evaluate the evidence underlining the practice of supplementary prescribing, critically reflect on their competency in respect of supplementary prescribing and evidence knowledge of the products they will prescribe.
 

	Intended learning outcomes (ILOs)

Having completed this unit the student is expected to:
 
1. Critically Assess and contextualise the patient’s medical, social and medication history, utilising physical examination skills to identify differential diagnoses;

2. Appraise the pathophysiological implications of both pharmacological and non-pharmacological approaches across the lifespan;

3. Evaluate  the ability to reach a shared decision with the service user/carer about the treatment options available;

4. Synthesise knowledge of drug actions in prescribing practice utilising national frameworks and guidance;

5. Provide a critical analysis of  the relevant legislation to the practice of prescribing maintaining accurate and current records;

6. Prescribe safely, appropriately and cost effectively, and appraise justification for treatment, monitoring and review responses to therapy and modify as required;

7. Practise within a multidisciplinary team and a framework of professional accountability and responsibility critically reflecting on their own limitations and seeking guidance as appropriate;

8. Demonstrate the ability to calculate drug doses and prescribing regimes within own area of practice.
 

	Learning and teaching methods
The programme will normally consist of 8 taught days and the equivalent of 15 days open learning utilising open learning materials, along with additional material provided/signposted on Brightspace. The taught days will focus on key lectures and discussion and feedback from open learning activity. In addition students are expected to bring case studies/examples from practice. Attendance at the taught days is mandatory.

A Prescribing Practice Assessor and a Practice Supervisor will carry out supervision and assessment of prescribing competence as per the learning agreement. Students will be expected to shadow their Prescribing Practice Assessor and critically reflect upon patient care scenarios, demonstrating in-depth analysis of prescribing behaviour. To facilitate learning the student will be required to maintain a portfolio that will be structured around the Royal Pharmaceutical Society (RPS) competencies. Support for the student and Prescribing Practice Assessor will be provided through the Academic Assessor.


	Assessment 


	Formative assessment/feedback 
Students complete open learning materials (workbooks) and a deliver a presentation to peers regarding prescribing in their area of clinical practice. Feedback will be provided from peers and the academic team.


	Summative assessment
ILO 1,2, 3,5,6,7, will be assessed via a Portfolio.
ILO4 will be assessed via a pharmacology exam Pass/Fail
ILO 8 will be assessed by a numeracy test Pass/Fail


All elements must be passed. 

	Indicative assessment
Coursework 1: A numerical assessment within the context of prescribing practice. Pass mark 100% (Pass/Fail) (500 words equivalent)

Coursework 2: Examination: A written examination consisting of 20 short answer/ multi-choice questions. The examination tests pharmacological knowledge and its application to practice. The pass mark for the examination is 80% (Pass/Fail)  (1500 word equivalent)

Coursework 3: A portfolio of evidence, which must include evidence for all 96 RPS competencies demonstrated via a mapping document. The portfolio must include an observation of a clinical consultation by a practice assessor and a 3,000 word case study. (Portfolio evidence equivalent to 4,000 words) 


	Indicative unit content Relating 
Royal Pharmaceutical Society Competency Framework (RSP 2016)  

Competency 1: Assess the Patient
Competency 2: Consider the Options
Competency 3: Reach a Shared Decision
Competency 4: Prescribe
Competency 5: Provide Information
Competency 6: Monitor And Review
Competency 7: Prescribe Safely
Competency 8: Prescribe Professionally
Competency 9: Improve Prescribing Practice
Competency 10: Prescribe as part of a team 


	Indicative learning resources

Books
The British National Formulary (BNF) 2018 

Blaber. A, Morris. H, Collem A 2018 Independent Prescribing for Paramedics. Class Professional Publishing: Somerset

Courtney, M. and Griffiths, M., 2010. Independent and Supplementary Prescribing; Essential Guide. London: Greenwich Medical Media

Dimond, B., 2015 Legal Aspects of Nursing. 7th  edition. London: Pearson 
 
Harris,N and Shearer,D., 2013. Nurses! Test yourself in non-medical prescribing. Milton Keynes: Open University press 

McGavock, H., 2015. How Drugs Work. 4th edition. Oxford: CRC  press 

McGavock, H., 2009. Pitfalls in Prescribing and How to Avoid Them. Oxford: Radcliffe Medical Press

Neal, J., 2015. Medical Pharmacology at a Glance. 8th edition. Oxford: Blackwell Science

Nuttall, D., 2015 The textbook of Non-Medical Prescribing. 2nd edition Oxford:  Wiley-Blackwell

Trounce, J., 2008. Clinical Pharmacology for Nurses. 10th edition. Edinburgh: Churchill Livingstone

Useful Websites
https://www.rpharms.com/ Royal Pharmaceutical society A competency Framework for all prescribers provides a prescribing framework, including a competency framework 

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-of-health-and-social-care The Department of Health website provides information on non-medical prescribing

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/medicines-and-healthcare-products-regulatory-agency The Medicines and Healthcare Products Regulatory Agency website contains information about the legal framework governing prescribing, supply and administration of medicines

https://www.nmc.org.uk/ The Nursing and Midwifery Council website, publications on standards of professional practice, etc.

https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc 
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